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Agenda
• Goal of short term mission project 
• 6 working groups
• Methodology of the project
• Results collected
• Conclusions
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Start & objectives of project
• Start of project
– In Rome on May 5, 2002 a short term mission (STM) related 
to Mobile Phones and Children was defined
– The STM covered all EMF aspects of the use of mobile 
phones by children (from SAR to risk communication)
• Objectives
– To collect publications related to mobile communication and 
children and to review the literature
– To determine and to report the areas where scientific 
knowledge is missing
– To identify potential need for additional research in this area
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Working groups
• WG 1: Anatomical properties and 
biophysical and biochemical mechanisms 
in children
• WG 2: Dielectric properties
• WG 3: Dosimetry
• WG 4: Biological Studies
• WG 5: Patterns of usage of mobile phones
• WG 6: Risk communication to children
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Thanks to the contributing members
• WG 1: Anderson Vitas (TVNZ Australia), Fröhlich Jürg (IT'IS, Switzerland), Johnston Sheila 
(Neuroscience consultant, UK), Kuster Niels (IT'IS, Switzerland)
• WG 2: Faraone Antonio (Motorola,USA), Fröhlich Jürg (IT'IS, Switzerland), Gabriel 
Camelia (MCL, UK),  Kuster Niels (IT'IS, Switzerland)
• WG 3: Faraone Antonio (Motorola,USA), Fröhlich Jürg (IT'IS, Switzerland), Kuster Niels
(IT'IS, Switzerland), Konstantina Nikita (University of Athens, Greece), Theodoros
(University of Thessaloniki, Greece), Martinez Antonio (University of Carthagene, 
Spain), Trzaska Hubert (University of Wroclaw, Poland)
• WG 4: Elder Joe (Motorola, USA), Kuster Niels (IT'IS, Switzerland), Leszczynski Dariusz
(STUK, Finland), Samaras Theodoros (University of Thessaloniki, Greece), Verschaeve
Luc (Vito, Belgium)
• WG 5: Kuster Niels (IT'IS, Switzerland), Pruppers Mathieu (RIVM, The Netherlands), 
Samaras Theodoros (University of Thessaloniki, Greece), Martinez Antonio (University 
of Carthagene, Spain), Wagenaar Michelle (Phone Vision International, The 
Netherlands)
• WG 6: Dürrenberger Gregor (Swiss Research Foundation on Mobile Communication, 
Switzerland) Kuster Niels (IT'IS, Switzerland), Wagenaar Michelle Phone Vision 
International, The Netherlands), Wiedemann Peter (Research Centre Juelich, Germany)
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Project methodology
• Registration
– Application form for registration (asking for 
competences and interest in working group)
• E-mail reflector
– To discuss the different areas
– For announcements of chairman
• Website
– Updates of report chapters, literature, public reports 
are published on private entry of website
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Results
• Work has been limited to collection of papers and reports
• Presentation at three conferences
– BEMS, 22-27 June 2003, Maui, USA
– Workshop Mobile Health & Environment, 16-17 
March 2004, London, UK
– WHO workshop, 9-10 June 2004, Istanbul, Turkey
• Paper
– Review published in special issue of 
Bioelectromagnetics in 2005
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Summary on open areas
• Direct impact of electromagnetic fields on growth
• Dosimetry
– Still conflicts in results
– Impact of age dependence of dielectric properties
– Different elasticity of ears
– Good whole body models missing
• Epidemiology studies targeted towards children needed
• Little “Risk” communication targeted towards children
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Conclusions
• Papers and reports have been collected in COST 281 
project on Mobile & Children
• The project has been structured with 6 working 
groups covering all aspects with respect to Mobile 
phones and Children
• A follow-up is done in international projects (WHO-
project on EMF & children, Adonis project in France, …)


